[Results of prenatal echographic studies in the diagnosis of pediatric surgical abnormalities].
In 180 newborns with congenital anatomical anomalies, admitted to the Department of Paediatric Surgery, Sophia Children's Hospital, Rotterdam, we retrospectively determined whether ultrasound studies had been performed during the second and third trimesters of pregnancy. The correlation between prenatal and postnatal diagnoses was investigated as well. Ultrasound study had been performed in 86 if the 180 pregnant mothers (48%). In 41 cases the anomaly of the newborn had not been diagnosed prenatally. In 45 cases anomaly had been diagnosed prenatally. The ultimate diagnosis was the same as the prenatal diagnosis in 35 patients and was different in 10. We conclude that routine prenatal ultrasound study in the second or third trimester of pregnancy, aimed at detecting congenital anatomical anomalies to be treated by the (general) paediatric surgeon, provided little certainty about the health of the baby. Permanent education of obstetricians, and at the slightest doubt referral to one of the University Hospital Centres for specific ultrasound study, are mandatory in order to be able to correctly inform an increasing number of parents about the prospects of their unborn child.